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Contact an Outreach Specialist in 
your area: 

Halifax/Northampton Counties: 

Kimberly Ingram 

 1-252-536- 7245    

Hertford/Bertie Counties: 

Phyllis Chavis 

1-252-862-1244 

All Four Counties: 

Kysha Gary  

1-252-676-2432 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Jascha Tollar is the EOC 
Program’s student of the month.  
Ms. Tollar hells from Garysburg, 
North Carolina, is single, and has 
no children. Ms. Tollar will be 
attending Halifax Community 
College in the fall of 2018 and 
plans to obtain her Associates in 
Arts Degree. Jascha eventually 
plans to transfer to North 
Carolina Wesleyan College in 
Rocky Mount, North Carolina 
and major Speech Pathology. Ms. 
Tollar decision to return to 
school came after working with 
AA Carolina in Roanoke Rapids 
for three years as a sales 
representative.  AA Carolina, 
despite her hard work and 
dedication, selected to layoff Ms. 
Tollar.  Ms. Tollar took this in 
stride and allowed this situation 
to be became the catalyst for her 
to pursue her lifelong goal of one 
day becoming a Speech 
Pathologist.  Ms. Tollar was 
recruited for the EOC Program 
when EOC Specialist, Kysha Gary 
attend her church Chapel Grove 
Missionary Baptist Church in 
Garysburg, North Carolina 
morning worship services.  
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Kysha Gary serves Halifax, Northampton 
Hertford and Bertie Counties.  



Recruitment efforts are in full swing throughout the Roanoke Valley   
and surrounding areas. Despite the high temperatures, The 
Educational Opportunity Centers (EOC) program continues to take 
the message of higher education out into the community. Local 
businesses have partnered with the EOC program, and outreach 
specialists are able to set up recruitment tables outside of their place 
of business. Services offered by the EOC program include career 
counseling, information and assistance with completing college and 
financial aid applications, and financial and economic literacy 
workshops.  

    

 

 

 
TRIO Participants Complete Soft Skills Workshop

The Educational Opportunity Centers Program partnered with the 
Student Support Services Program at Roanoke-Chowan Community 
College to host a Summer Bridge Program for new, incoming students 
and current TRIO program participants. Phyllis Chavis, Educational 
Outreach Specialist conducted a workshop entitled “Six Skills Every 
Student Needs to Succeed in the Classroom and in Careers.” 
Participants discovered interactive and motivational soft skills to help 
them excel as a student and in their career.  Soft skills discussed 
included Planning/organizing, Problem Solving, Integrity, 
Communication, and Time management.  Mrs. Chavis stressed to the 
participants that knowing how to get along with people and displaying 
a positive attitude are also crucial skills for success. 

 

 

 

           

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

                             

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured from left to right: NC Works 
Career Coach, Tonia Lashley; EOC 
Coordinator/Outreach Specialist, 
Kimberly Ingram. 

 
 

Leading by Example 

                                           
The EOC Director, Sherida Gholston, 
recently completed her doctorate in Higher 
Education Administration from 
Northcentral University. Dr. Gholston was 
the first in her family to attend college and is 
the only one to obtain a doctorate to date. 
Dr. Gholston strongly believes that 
education is the key to opening many doors.  
She often encourages students to look 
beyond their present circumstances, and to 
set goals for the future that they desire to 
achieve.  Having worked in rural North 
Carolina for over 15 years  Dr  Gholston 

“Summer Recruitment Underway” 

 



 

Pictured from left to right: Rashaun 
Hathaway, Deborah Bowles and Damien 
Griffin.  
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